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Mark Long who was tragically killed in a
Spitfire crash in 2024.

The BBMF is one of our Livery’s military
affiliations that we support through

our charitable fund. The new Trust
provides flying scholarships for people
with disabilities to help build confidence
through aviation experiences as Mark

Ma klng d believed in the power of flight to inspire

H and uplift. In the Trust’s own words, it
leference aims to ‘make the skies accessible to
everyone’. Mike and | spent time with
individuals benefitting from the work
of the Trust, including Mark Morris who
lives with cerebral palsy and became the
first recipient of a Scholarship and to
My Installation at the end of October complete his flight training.
at Merchant Taylors’ Hall was a truly
memorable day. Our Livery was honoured
with over 250 Liverymen, Freemen
and guests who gathered to celebrate
an important occasion of our Livery
calendar. The special day included
welcoming a record 13 new Liverymen.

As | write this comment, | am a third of
the way through my Master’s year and
I can’t believe how quickly the last four
months have gone.

Philanthropy and making a difference
to people’s lives sits at the heart of the
Livery movement and is close to my
heart too. It’s therefore such an honour
to represent and lead WCoBM this
year, encouraging positive change and
embracing new opportunities while
Since that evening, I've had the privilege respecting core values and traditions
of attending very special events and that define and shape our City Livery
ceremonies. To mention a few, the first Companies today.

. A The Master and Mark Morris, the
was in November representing WCoBM A .
at the Garden of Remembrance service I look forward to the months ahead first recipient of the Mark Long Trust

at St Paul’s Cathedral Churchyard. A time and am grateful for all the support and Scholarship.
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guidance | have received. A particular
thanks to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk,
and to all our Committees who deliver
exceptional work across key areas from
charity, education, development and
marketing through to membership,
finance and ESG — your time, enthusiasm
and contribution is much appreciated.

A final thank you and my sincere
gratitude must go to all the sponsors of
my year whose generous support makes
our Livery’s activities during the year
possible.

Lucia Di Stazio
Master

Meet the Master

Lucia Di Stazio was installed as the new Master of Worshipful
Company of Builders’ Merchants on 24 October at Merchant
Taylors’ Hall. She became a Liveryman in 2011 and was invited on
to the Court in 2018.

Lucia is a well-known figure in the construction and building

materials industry, having worked with many industry figures
during her 24 years at MRA Group (encompassing MRA Marketing
and MRA Research). For the past four years she has worked at The
Encon Group, now as Group Sales Strategy Director.

Lucia is a Board Director of the Finishes & Interiors Sector trade
body, and a Certified Member of the Market Research Society.

Raising Awareness of
our Livery Grants

As part of our Build Your Career
campaign, we are creating a new
leaflet explaining our Livery’s work in
supporting training and education with
dedicated grants. Each grant is worth
£2,000 and available to those looking
to join our sector, as well as employees
who want to further their careers.

Once completed, the leaflet will be
downloadable from our website and
printed copies will also be available.
We will be asking Liverymen and
Freemen to share the new literature

with your colleagues, HR departments
and others as relevant.
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Supporting building materials careers
with dedicated grants
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How can | apply?
1. identify the course

The new leaflet will highlight the
amazing careers that are available in
building materials supply, and explain
how people can access a grant to help
fund training, learning materials, or to
support apprentices on their journey.

Please share our brochure far and
wide, so as many people as possible
are aware of the support available to
help further careers in our industry.
You can also learn more about the

grants at the end of this newsletter. 5
info@wcobm.co.uk
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‘A privilege among people united

in fellowship’

Immediate Past Master
Steve Boyer looks back on
his year as Master.

Now my year as Master has concluded, |
find myself reflecting on what a privilege
it has been, and how much Pauline and |
have enjoyed sharing the journey with the
rest of the Company. There have been so
many amazing places, people and events
that |, and often Pauline, attended over
the year, and needless to say they were

all incredible in different ways. As well as
our wonderful Cyprus trip, | was especially
touched by the Children’s Magical Taxi
Tour —an extraordinary event that Pauline
and | both found deeply moving.

I have tried to run the Court in a way
that respects our traditions, but without
worrying if every word was perfect or if
something was slightly out of place. We
are not actors on a stage, after all, we are
people united in fellowship, and | hope
that spirit has come through this year.

In fact, I only had to call on my Immediate
Past Master to deputise for me once,

by attending the PWRR Carol Service in
Canterbury. As it happens, he loves that
service, so | suspect he counted it as a
favour to him rather than from him!

We've also taken some careful steps to
modernise the Court, to ensure we remain
relevant and welcoming to new talent.
These things need handling with tact, and
my motto has been simple: little steps.

One area | feel very strongly about is
growing our membership. It keeps us
vibrant, alive, and engaged, and what a
joy it has been to see the enthusiasm of
our new members.
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The downside, of course, is that our events
are now incredibly popular and selling out
well in advance! A wonderful problem to
have, of course, but a reminder to us all
that we need to plan ahead.

Beyond our own Company numbers, our
profile has grown enormously, both in
the industry and across the City. We've
launched the new website, introduced
online booking, and produced a new
Company Handbook for all members.
These may sound like small things,

but they've raised our visibility and
strengthened our standing.

And as Chair of the Environmental,
Social and Governance Committee, I've
seen us gain real clarity in this area.
Environmentally we now know what
is—and isn’t — possible for a peripatetic
Company.

Socially, we have shaped our charitable
giving towards the education and
development of young people. And, in
governance, our Trustees have ensured
that we understand our investments
better than ever, with real transparency
from our advisers. This brings us clear
progress and real clarity.

| also want to take this moment to

thank all our invaluable sponsors who
have helped financially support the
Company. Their generosity has made a
real difference and enabled us to do more
this year than would otherwise have been
possible.

But above all, this year would not have
been possible without the incredible
support | have received. My heartfelt
thanks go to our Clerk, Jane, Lady Hilliard,
to my wife Pauline and my whole family,
and to all Liverymen, Past Masters,
Officers, and members who joined me
along the way.

Looking back, I am filled with pride for
what we have achieved together —and
with real hope for the future. | have
endeavoured to serve with dignity,
passion, and authenticity. In doing so, |
have gained not only treasured memories
but a deeper appreciation for the spirit
and strength of the Worshipful Company
of Builders’ Merchants.

It has truly been a year to remember.
Thank you for allowing me the privilege of
serving as your Master.

Steve Boyer
Immediate Past Master
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Our new Master’s Installation

On Friday 24t October, Lucia Di Stazio was installed as

our new Master in the stunning surroundings of Merchant
Taylors’ Hall. The event was a fantastic evening of elegance,
tradition and friendship as the Company gathered together in
celebration.

At the Installation Court General, Senior Warden Kevin
Fenlon (left) and Junior Warden Steve Durdant-Hollamby
(right) were elected to support the Master in her year.

Housed on / Wh— -

The Master and Consort Mike Tattam.
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The Band and Corps of Drums of the 3™ Battalion, The Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment, performed at the dinner.



The Principal Guest and Speaker during the dinner was Chris
Hayward, Policy Chairman and Political Leader of the City of
London Corporation, who spoke eloquently about his work as
an advocate for London as a global financial and professional
services capital.

The Great Hall at Merchant Taylors’
Hall pre-dates the Great Fire of
London and has been used for fine
dining, balls and large receptions
for more than 700 years.

Also present were representatives
from the London Banqueting
Ensemble and the Company of
Pikemen and Musketeers.
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Guests gathered
for an evening
of solidarity,
friendship and
entertainment.
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Our Affiliates, the Beckenham & Penge Sea Cadets, kindly provided the Carpet Guard for the evening.
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Court Consorts’ Luncheon

On 15t September the Court, their consorts and guests gathered at Cutlers’ Hall
for a luncheon to recognise the support and work of the Court Consorts.

The annual lunch

is also the occasion
where the Master’s
Consort presents their
badge of office to the
incoming consort.

The Court, their consorts and distinguished guests gathered at
Cutlers’ Hall, where the Master also took wine with the new Freeman.

The Junior Warden’s
Consort gave a speech
thanking Consort -
Pauline Boyer and the Then-Master Steve Boyer with new Freeman Simon Thacker,
Master, Steve Boyer. also pictured (right) with Past Master Andy Williamson.

ety
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Mistress Pauline Boyer with the visiting Mistresses Past Master Dame Flona Woolf was our Guest Speaker.
from guest Livery Companies.




Livery & City Events

how Our Livery was once

= again represented at the
Lord Mayor’s Show on 8t
November 2025, with the
Master, Senior Warden and
Immediate Past Master
walking in the parade.

Pictured: Master Lucia Di Stazio, Senior
Warden Kevin Fenlon and Junior Warden
Steve Durdant-Hollamby.

The Lord Mayor’s s

Consort Mike Rl
Tattam attended
the 3PWRR Carol
Service at Canterbury
Cathedral on our
Master’s behalf

: { on 3" December.
Earlier this year, Master Lucia Di Stazio attended lunch at the Old He is pictured here
Bailey with His Majesty’s Judges, Sheriff Keith Bottomley and

guests in aid of the Sheriffs’ and Recorders Fund. with Lieutenant Col

Bowman.

Attending the Candlewick Ward Club Annual Breakfast in December were Consort
Mike Tattam and with their guests, Court Assistant Jon Crean and Past Masters Andy
Williamson, Andrew Day, Richard Hill, Alan Hawkins and Stuart Somerville.

1l p—

The Master and Clerk
were honoured to
attend the Garden of
Remembrance service
at St. Paul’s Churchyard,
where the Master joined
Masters from other
Companies in placing
one of 140 crosses to
commemmorate lost
comrades.




Livery & City Events

Then-Master Steve Boyer and his wife

Pauline were present at the start of the
Children's Magical Taxi Tour, which gives
children with life-threatening illnesses the trip
of a lifetime to Disneyland Paris.

Every year since 1994, a convoy of London
Taxis and support staff have taken the children
and their families on the three-day trip,
organised by the Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers. Our Company is

delighted to help support the event.

WCoBM was well represented
at the Sheriff’s Ball at Guildhall,
where this year’s theme was “A
Great Gatsby Celebration”.

The Modern Livery Companies’ Dinner at
Armourers’ Hall in September.




Annual Carol Service

The final event of 2025 was our Annual Carol Service
and Dinner on 12t December at the Chapel Royal of
St. Peter ad Vincula in HM Tower of London.

After the Service, members and guests headed to Trinity House for Supper before a rousing
singalong conducted by Santa!
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Members’ News

At October’s Court General, we were delighted to clothe more new Liverymen than ever before.
Pictured above with the Master (from left): Paul Conboy, Lee Hudson, Andrew Miller, Mark Morris,
Timothy Hanlon, Christine Jones, Matthew Huskisson, James Hipkins, James McMeckan, Timothy

Jerrard-Dinn, Antony Sharkey, Jamie Herd, Glenn Paddison.

The Installation Ceremony also acknowledged the role of other Court Assistants including Jon Crean,
who was appointed as a Court Assistant.

The Court

Master: Lucia Di Stazio

Senior Warden: Kevin Fenlon

Junior Warden: Steve Durdant-Hollamby

Keeper of the Roll: Julian Milligan

Immediate Past Master: Steve Boyer

Bursar and Assistant Clerk: Julie Langford

Almoner: John Poore

The Clerk: Jane, Lady Hilliard

Deputy Clerk: Donna Lodge

The Beadle: James Hasler

Court Assistants: Rav Singh Sumal, Paul
Bence, Jon Crean

Fixed-Term Assistants: Howard Grant,
Simon Lawson
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We would like to extend our congratulations to Reverend
Canon Roger Hall MBE on receiving his LVO from His
Majesty The King at Windsor Castle.

He is now a Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order,

an honour bestowed in recognition of distinguished
personal service to the monarch and members of the royal
family. He was accompanied to the ceremony by his son
(pictured).

Reverend Canon Roger Hall is chaplain to the King and
to HM Tower of London, and our Company’s Honorary
Chaplain.
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Members’ News
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Liveryman Chris Hayward of
NMBS received the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the
2025 Builders’ Merchant
Awards in recognition

of his incredible 50-year
career in the industry.
Congratulations Chris!

Liveryman Jamie .
Pearce, co-Founder and S::egi;?:‘;':;:)? to Andrew Miller for
Marketing Director of reedom of the City of
Agency53, won the ( o : London in style,

Young Supplier & Service  § - -

Achiever Award at the
BMF’s Annual Awards
Dinner in October 2025.

Our fame has
even reached
Oz! Here’s Past

Master John

Poore braving

the rain at : Glenn Paddison and Tony Sharkey
the Australian ! .
rugby. received the Freedom of the City.

Thank you to our Sponsors

We are very grateful to those who have sponsored both the current and Immediate Past Master’s year. If you are interested in
sponsoring a Master’s year please contact The Clerk at info@wcobm.co.uk
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For your diary — 2026 d

Below are the main social events lined up for Liverymen, Freemen and Guests to enjoy in
2026. The Master has arranged an eventful year for members to experience some of the City’s
fantastic history and buildings, while networking with industry peers and City figures. Add
these dates to your diary and we encourage you to attend as many events as possible.

Tickets for our City events are available to
book online from the Members’ area. The
Clerk will email details to all Liverymen
and Freemen when each event is live.

ONLY A FEW
PLACES LEFT!

Monday 16*" March, from 12.15pm
City & Awards Luncheon —
Apothecaries’ Hall

This annual event recognises the achievements of
individuals in our Livery and within those organisations
we support through our charitable fund. It is also a
great opportunity for members to invite ‘rising stars’
from their business to learn about the City Livery
Companies and meet senior industry figures.

Tuesday 215 April, from 5pm
Election Court General and Dinner — Armourers’ Hall

All Liverymen and Freemen are strongly encouraged to
attend the Election Court General, where our Officers
are elected for the ensuing year and new Liverymen are
installed. The Election will be followed by a dinner for
members and guests.

Friday 15 May SOLD OUT!

BBMF Visit — RAF Coningsby, Lincolnshire

Always a fantastic event, this is a chance to visit RAF
Coningsby with a tour of the aircraft hangar and lunch
in the Mess of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

Thursday 21t — Sunday 24* May SOLD OUT!

Master’s Weekend, Salerno, Italy

Our Master Lucia Di Stazio is delighted to welcome
Liverymen and Freemen to Salerno, Italy, for an
incredible weekend of culture and friendship.

Tuesday 2" June, from 12.30pm
Lunch for new Liverymen & Freeman — Watermen’s Hall

Our welcome lunch for new Freemen and Liverymen
is hosted by the Master and Court Assistants at
Watermen’s Hall and is a great opportunity to learn
more about WCoBM and the Livery movement.

page 12
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ates not to be missed!

June - date tbc
Company Golf Day — Hadley Wood, London

Our popular annual golf day is an 18-hole Stableford full
handicap competition at Hadley Wood.

Tuesday 16 June, from 12.30pm
Master’s Lunch for Members retired from the
industry — Worshipful Company of Innholders

Another great occasion to unite members of our Livery,
organised especially for those retired from the industry.

Friday 23" October, from 5pm
Installation Court General & Livery Dinner
—Fishmongers’ Hall

The installation of a new Master is one of the
highlights of our social calendar. The evening starts
with a formal ceremony in the Court where the new
Master and Wardens are clothed.

The ceremony also
acknowledges the
role of other Court
Assistants. This part
of the evening is open
to Liverymen and
Freemen only.

Subject to Election, our
next Master will be
Senior Warden Kevin
Fenlon. Following

the Election, the new
Master, Wardens,
Liverymen and
Freemen join their
guests for a reception
and black-tie dinner.

Thursday 2" July
Festa D’Estate Livery Summer Event — RAF Club, London

A relaxed summer’s evening where our Liverymen and
Freemen can network and enjoy each other’s company.

| =—— 1
o .l

Monday 14t September, from 12.15pm

Court Consorts’ & Guests’ Luncheon —
Furniture Makers’ Company

The Company’s Court Consorts and their guests are
invited to a luncheon at Cutlers’ Hall to celebrate their
hard work and support of the Livery movement.

© WCoBM 2026

Friday 11t December, from 6pm
Carol Service at Chapel Royal of St Peter ad Vincula
followed by Dinner at Trinity House

The year ends on a high with our festive Carol Service
at HM Tower of London in the historic Chapel Royal of
St Peter ad Vincula, followed by dinner. The Service
starts promptly at 6pm, accompanied by a superb choir
who lead the traditional Carols. It’s a unique experience
for Liverymen and Freemen to enjoy with guests, family
and friends.

OTHER 2026 DATES TO NOTE

Friday 20t

March: Unij i ] =
Cathedral, nited Guilds Service, St. Paul’s

followed by lunch at Carpenters’ Ha|

Tuesday 12th May: 3775t

Cl .
St. Paul’s Cathedral, fol| °T8Y Support Trust Festival,

Wednesday 24t jyne. i i
i o et ne: Election of Sheriffs, Guildhall,
Tuesday 29th September i
: : Election of L
Mayor, Guildhall, followed by lunch o

Saturday 7t November: Lord Mayor’s Show




Committee Update

Making a difference every day

Liveryman Steve Dunkley, Chair of the WCoBM Environmental, Social & Governance
Committee, offers an update on the work of the committee and suggests ways you and
your business can help make a difference to the environment.

Did you know you can help improve the
world’s carbon emissions right from the
comfort of your desk?

The Environmental, Social & Governance
(ESG) committee attend many
environmental events and webinars on
behalf of the WCoBM, receiving data and
information which could be interesting to
our membership.

For example: University of Oxford

researchers, working with the Carbon

Literacy project, have calculated that

through data centres:

o E-mails sent with a medium-sized
attachment use 26g of CO,

o Aregular ‘text only’ e-mail uses 4g
of CO,

o  Storing an old e-mail rather than
deleting it once read uses 0.3g of
CO, whenever it is filed or retrieved.

So, to reduce your carbon emissions, you

could:

« Delete old e-mails and files (and
especially photos) when they are no
longer needed.

«  Send e-mails without attachments
and make documents available
through a website or SharePoint
server instead

o Make sure to only copy in those
people who absolutely need to
receive an email (carbon is used for
every e-mail copy sent)

o Unsubscribe promptly from

Fle b s Sl Tk fite ke

any email services or marketing
messages that you do not want to
receive

«  Encourage everyone in your business
or organisation to do the same.

The actions you choose to take are your
choice, but these simple steps offer real
food for thought. These are easy ways
that you could save carbon —and also
save lots of time dealing with all those
unwanted e-mails!

WCOBM continues to be a strong supporter of Pollinating

London Together (PLT), a charity that was founded by the
Worshipful Companies of Wax Chandlers and Gardeners
in 2020 with a mission to protect pollinators and promote
biodiversity across the City of London. During PLT’s Big
Give Christmas Challenge between 2-9t" December, every

donation made to PLT through the Big Give Platform was
doubled, generating vital funds to help transform London

into a thriving city for Pollinators. By 9*" December, the

campaign had smashed its £20,000 target!

LIVERY 4%
CLIMATE ACTION og'
GROUP %'&
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POLLINATING

TOGETHER

Professor Sir Tim Berners Lee,
the man credited for inventing
the worldwide web, recently
said that he estimates e-mail
alone contributes 150 million
tonnes of CO, to our global
carbon emissions every year —
and he knows a thing or two
about computing!

LSSNDON

POLLINATINGLONDONTOGETHER.COM

The Livery Climate Action Group’s 2026 Conference took place

on 26" January, 2026 at Merchant Taylors’ Hall. With a theme of
‘Are We Prepared?’, the Conference explored the financial risks of
climate change, as well as the personal vulnerabilities, and how to

build resilience and food supply chains.

© WCoBM 2026



Online Booking System

A new way to book WCoBM events
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How to book tickets to future WCoBM events

This year we have implemented a new
online booking system for all future
WCoBM events.

When ticket booking is available for

an upcoming event, you will receive an
email from our Clerk notifying you that
you can login and book your tickets.
The new system is designed to allow
all WCoBM Liverymen and Freemen
to book tickets to our events online,
as well as entering all required
information regarding guests,
seating arrangements and dietary
requirements, etc.

To view our upcoming events, first
visit our website and make sure you
are logged in to your WCoBM Member
Account.

Then, click ‘Member Events’ on the top
navigation bar and you will be able to
view all our upcoming events for 2026.

Obituaries

It was with deepest sadness that WCoBM announces the passing of a number of our
Company.

Former Liveryman Terrence Broad passed away on 23" July, 2025. He became a Freeman
in 1982 and was an active member of the Company for many years before resigning due
to health issues in July 2025.

Past Master Christopher Latham passed away, aged 92, in July 2025.He joined the
Company in 1985 and served as Master for the 1999-2000 year.

Jill Ridgeon, wife of Past Master David Ridgeon (Master from 2000-01), sadly died
peacefully in her sleep on 25th August, 2025.

Past Master Hugh Robertson sadly passed away on 9" October, 2025, surrounded by his
family, including his wife Janice. Hugh became a Freeman in October 1993 and served

as Master for the 2005-06 year.

WCoBM would like to extend our sincere condolences to all their family and friends.

www.wcobm.co.uk

Simply click on the event you wish to
purchase tickets for, where you will
find everything you need to know
about dress codes, locations, timings,
and full details of the event.

Click the ‘Get Tickets’ button in the
‘Tickets’ box, and follow the on-screen
instructions to book tickets.

Remember: some of our more popular
events may have restrictions on the
number of tickets you can book. If you
log on to book tickets and the event is
showing as ‘Sold Out’, you will be able
to enter your name on a waiting list,
and we will inform you if additional
tickets become available.

Many of our events are becoming
extremely popular! So don’t forget to
book asap if you want to attend an
event, to avoid disappointment.

All our events can also be viewed
online via the menu button on the
home page. However, to book your
ticket, you MUST be logged into the
members’ areas.

ﬂ'f

£
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Past Master Hugh Robertson
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Before we go...

Could our grants help someone you know build their career?

A key objective of our Livery is Once approved, the grant can be

to support further education and used to partially or fully support the

training in the building materials following:

industry. This includes dedicated o The purchase of relevant materials

funding that helps individuals fulfil that enable learning, eg, computer

their career ambitions and encourage equipment or practical tools

companies to provide an environment « Apprenticeship programmes

in which their employees can learn o Dedicated qualifications, modules,

and develop. training platforms or courses that
are proven to contribute to further

Our grants of up to £2,000 each are learning or development within the

for individuals or teams working building materials sector

with a building materials stockist « Dedicated work experience that

or manufacturer. The grants are allows for relevant training and

available to those looking to join new learning within the industry to

our sector, existing employees who support role development.

want to further their careers, or

companies who demonstrate how For more information, visit

funding will be beneficial to the www.wcobm.co.uk

ongoing development of their teams.

Livery accessories — do you have yours?

Whether you have recently joined the Livery,
or have been a member for some time, make
sure you speak to the Clerk about our range
of Livery accessories. We have ties, pins and
cufflinks. Ties are £20 each, Cuff links are £20
per pair and the Pins are £1.

Email our Clerk at
info@wcobm.co.uk

. . _s Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants
Follow and share our news on social media! ¥ e

Yesterday we wera defightad to hold our annual Past Masters' Lunch in the Court
Room at Wax Chandiers Hall.

Social media plays an important part in our communications and

As ahways, it was a wonderful occasion and a chance for our Past Masters to

WCOBM iS pa rticularly active on Linkedln and Facebook gather together. A Toast was mada to Past Masters Blanchard and Adams who
° sadly were unable to attend,
Please help to share our news by following our social channels. i e e oL L T e

For Facebook, it’s important you like our page as well as our news!
Below is where you can find us:

m www.facebook.com/Official WCoBM

[E] www.linkedin.com/company/wcobm

Worshipful Company of Builders’ Merchants, c/o Worshipful Company of Cutlers, 4 Warwick Lane, London EC4M 7BR

Tel: 0207 329 2189 Fax: 0207 3292190 Email: info@wcobm.co.uk Website: www.wcobm.co.uk
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